WOOLWICH AND READING SANDS
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the New Forest they are overlain by Bagshot beds. Reading beds
occur in the north of Hampshire, extending from Farnborough to
SilChester and westwards to Kingsclere. They also occur to the
south of Winchester. In' the Hampshire basin the sands are
practically absent, only the clays being present.
In Sussex the Reading beds which occur at Newhaven and to
the west of Brighton are concealed by the Coombe rock.
South of London the Reading beds are covered ; they were
formerly accessible on the north and west of Croydon, but building
operations have stopped their use near this town. From a line
joining Hog's Back, Merrow Downs, Great and Little Bookham,
Ashtead, Epsom, and Ewell, the beds run in a southerly direction.
Near Leatherhead, Ashtead, and Epsom the beds consist chiefly
of a kind of sandy loam, which is used for gasworks refractory
materials. There is a large outlier at Knowle Hill and to the south-
west of Banstead at Walton-on-the-Hill, Warren Farm, and on
Mickleham Downs the beds overlie the Thanet sands. The
Woolwich and Reading beds run almost due north and south at
Epsom, and swell out to a thickness of many feet in one locality,
yet decrease rapidly in another. At Ewell there is about 20 ft.
of clay and 10 ft. of sand, but, as already noted, the beds may vary
considerably in thickness in other parts of the same district.
In the district round Aldershot the Reading beds crop out in
a narrow band, running east and west about a mile from Weyburn
and Tongham.
In Berkshire the Reading beds usually lie too far below the
London clay to be available, except for an inlier near Mount
Scipput to the south of Maidenhead, which brings them to the
surface, where they consist of light and buif-coloured sands showing
oblique lamination, with irregular beds and lenticular masses of
mottled clays.
The greatest developments of the Reading beds are in the
immediate neighbourhood of Reading, though their extension
farther west to Hungerford and Marlborough is important. The
sands are valuable, and are largely used, together with the clays
found in the same district, for bricks, tiles, finials, and moulded
terra-cotta works, etc., the combination forming one of the best
red-burning materials in the country. The main mass lies to the
east, west, and south-west of the town, but large outliers occur
on the chalk downs to the north at Caversham Park, Chause Heath,
Rotherfield, Peppard, and between Whitchurch and Woodcote.
Farther to the east of the town of Reading the beds are thicker,
but of little value. The beds usually have a superficial covering
of gravel.
Although the general characters of the different beds are
tolerably constant, they vary continually within small limits.
Owing to this great variety each stratum must be kept distinct
when working these deposits.
Around Marlborough the Reading beds lie in patches on the